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My favourite shot has 
to be the first look from 
dad. There’ll be tears, 

almost  
guaranteed and that’s 

what we want.  
True, raw emotion. 

That can’t be faked.

My vision stems from my 
personal love of making 
people happy, knowing 

what makes a great 
photograph and what 
provides an amazing 
experience. I have so 
much invested in this 

because I love weddings 
and completely respect 
the importance of being 
such a big part of one of 
the most important days 

of their lives.
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Whilst drones are a relatively new 
technology when it comes to 
weddings. Using aerial technology 
to capture images has been around 
for over 30 years.  

Getting a professional, licensed 
drone pilot at your wedding 
guarantees you images that are 
fun, quirky and original (and safe).    

Why drone 
photography is a 
must have at your 
wedding

You’ll get great photos of 
your venue and grounds
It’s not enough these days just to 
get shots at eye level. Capturing 
images from above gives a unique 
birds eye perspective of the venue, 
the guests and all the goings on. 
Your photos take on a majestic, 
grander scale and have more 
of a sense of perspective and 
surrounding. Plus you get to see 
the whole venue and have little 
moments of video to include in the 
slideshow.

Video clips from the 
drone can be used in the 
slideshow
When you hire a professional drone 
company, you can be sure that you 
not only get the best photography, 
but video as well. Many times we’ll 
get footage of the group shot as 
well as the couple coming out of 
the house and into the gardens 
and using that for your slideshow 
creates incredible results.

Group shots just look 
incredible and you can 
see everyone
Getting group shots can be 
difficult when you want to 
include everyone (including the 
vertically challenged aunt and 
uncle on the mother in law’s 
side!).  Years ago photographers 
carried stepladders with them to 
get these kind of shots but now 
you no longer need to have that 
kit with you.  
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INTERVIEW
with a Wedding Photographer

   
Q.  What’s your favourite shots to   
 take?
A.   Definitely the first look from dad.  Important 

if he hasn’t seen the dress on his daughter 
before. There’ll be tears, almost guaranteed 
and that’s what we want.  True, raw emotion.  
That can’t be faked. The first look down the 
aisle from the groom at the altar.  They’ll 
look back then look forward at me and smile 
and maybe try and hide the emotion.  Let it 
out.  

  The first dance I love as well. I try and  
 group friends and family round the 
 dance floor to make for interesting framing  
 for the couple plus it makes it great to see  
 your friends and family sharing the moments  
 with you.

Q.  Highlight of the Year?
A.  Has to be heading to train in Frankfurt with  
 Roberto Valenzuela. I was lucky enough   
  to be one of only 16 people from all over 

the world and the only one from the UK 
to attend  his portrait and posing class in 
Frankfurt. He’s considered to be one of the 
best wedding photographers in the world so 
I considered it a great honour to learn from 
him. 

  Thank you for reading and I look forward  
 to talking to you soon. 

Q.  How did you first get into   
 photography?
A.   Originally I just wanted to take better 

pictures of my children. They came home 
from school one day and showed me the 
typical school photographs and they were 
pretty bad. Taking portraits of my children 
helped me get the lighting and posing right. 
Practice and more practice led to me doing 
portraits and wedding photography became 
a natural extension of that as weddings are 
typically portrait photography at 100 mph.

Q.  Why do you love wedding   
 photography?
A.   It’s the best type of photography there is! On 

a typical wedding day the range of emotions 

 and joy are vast. There’s nothing quite as  
 emotionally gratifying as getting the images  
 that we know the couple are going to love  
 for ever!

Q.    Why should people choose your 
photography?

A.   My vision stems from my personal love of 
making people happy, knowing what makes 
a great photograph and what provides an 
amazing experience. When I design my 
packages, select my products and take my 
shots I’m always thinking.  

  How can I make this better? How can I 
 give more value and provide a more   
 complete experience from start to finish.   
 I have so much invested in this because I  
 LOVE weddings and completely respect the  
 importance of being such a big part of one  
 of the most important days of their lives. morganjamesphoto.co.uk  98  morganjamesphoto.co.uk  
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Hire a wedding planner
They have excellent contacts and can often access the best deals for you. They deal 
regularly with venues, photographers, caterers, and florists, and can find you the 
best fit for your ideas. Give them your budget and ideas for a theme and see what 
they can come up with.

Hire an experienced photographer who 
understands what you need
When you hire a photographer, you need someone who will understand you, your 
family, and your friends, and the sort of experience you want at your wedding. 
Whether you’re looking for beautiful, magazine-like images or informal documentary 
shots, your photographer needs to be able to relate to you and your guests.

Keep the wedding speeches short and sweet
Make this clear to everyone involved before your big day. Long, drawn-out speeches 
can kill the momentum of any wedding day and hit your timetable badly. If you’re 
worried about any of the speeches, or your best man or father of the bride are 
struggling with them, why not ask for help? There are people out there who can help 
them write their speeches.

Draw up a timetable and circulate it to all the 
key people
If everyone knows that the ceremony must be over by 1.30pm for you to reach the 
reception venue by 2.30pm, and that evening guests will be arriving from 6pm, they 
can help you work to that timetable.

Get your ushers and bridesmaids to act as the 
hosts
They will help ensure everyone is happy, seated where they should be, fed, watered, 
and having a great time. This means you’re free to relax and enjoy your wedding.

Task people to look after the young guests
Children can so easily get bored when they’re expected to sit through a service and 
a  reception. So, find someone who loves spending time with them and get them to 
come up with a plan to keep them entertained.

Simple WaysSimple Ways  
to make your Wedding Day a breezeto make your Wedding Day a breeze
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Depending on the location and backdrop 
to your Spring Wedding, focus on beautiful 
blooming gardens, spring lawns and wild 
flowers and add complimentary details and 
florals to enhance what is already there. 

Whatever your concept and vision for your 
day, flowers are available in abundance to 
suit every styling from delicate ranunculus 
and English roses for a seriously elegant 
garden wedding to wild, unstructured 
greenery and herbs for a chic, high-style 
and relaxed vibe to your day.

A lot of the time catering for your guests 
uses up a large part of the wedding 
budget, however, it doesn’t always need to 
be expensive. 

Offering a summer menu allows couples 
to be a bit more creative with their food, 
serving lighter meals such as salads and 
cold meats. Not only are these foods 
much more weather appropriate, but they 
are also much better for couples with a 
limited budget. 

You could even provide wicker picnic 
baskets with fresh bread, cold pasta 
dishes and salads inside, so that your 
guests can choose between a selection of 
delicious food.

Top Tips for Spring - Summer
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CASTLE WEDDINGS
1. Castell Coch - A perfect fairy-tale castle 
wedding location for a small ceremony. 
Weddings with up to 30 guests can take place in 
the vaulted drawing room, beautifully decorated 
with Aesop’s Fables. Ideally situated for Cardiff 
in the lovely village of Tongwynlais. 

2. Hensol Castle – Set in 650 acres of rolling 
countryside, and with a 15-acre lake, this Vale 
of Glamorgan castle has gothic towers and 
beautiful staircases. It can also be booked 
exclusively for your wedding. 

3. Fonmon Castle – A romantic venue in 
tranquil grounds, but within a 40-minute drive 
of Cardiff in the Vale of Glamorgan. The Grade I 
listed building dating from the 12th Century can 
accommodate hundreds of wedding guests, or 
cater for a small wedding party. It is licensed for 
civil wedding ceremonies as well as being an 
ideal spot for receptions. 

4. Craig-y-Nos Castle – The former home of 
the opera singer Adelina Patti is in a stunning 
location mid-way between Brecon and 
Swansea. It is surrounded by rivers, waterfalls, 
lakes, and mountains. The Adelina Patti 
theatre is an ideal location for a wedding 
ceremony, and the conservatory is a popular 
spot for wedding                    receptions.

5. Caerphilly Castle – A wedding in this 
impressive Norman castle will be an event to 
remember forever. The Great Hall is licensed 
for civil ceremonies and the castle is famed for 
its wedding banquets. Its town centre location 
also makes it convenient for visiting family and 
friends. 

6. Carreg Cennen – This spectacular ruin 
perched on a hillside in Carmarthenshire is a 
wonderful wedding venue. Ceremonies take 
place in an oak-framed building or on the 
lawns, if the weather permits. What a setting for 
your wedding photographs. 

7. Usk Castle – A magical, rustic venue for 
a wedding. You can hire out the whole of the 
castle on your big day, and your civil ceremony 
could take place in the Drum Tower Gazebo, 
the North Tower, The Gatehouse, the Tithe 
Barn, or the Oak Dining Room. You could also 
have a religious service in the open-air Chapel 
of St George. 

16 morganjamesphoto.co.uk  
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Get to know your 
photographer
It’s all about trust! Having an engagement 
session and meetings with your photographer 
before your wedding day will help you build 
that trust.
You need to find a photographer who is on your 
wave-length, understands what you want from 
your pictures, and makes you feel comfortable.

That feeling will enable you to look natural and 
be yourself in front of the camera.
A good wedding photographer will make you 
forget the camera is there.
They will talk to you, get the best out of you. 
Don’t forget, this is all about you!

Think about lighting
Your wedding photographer will look at the 
lighting conditions in your venues before your 
wedding day to see if there are any challenges 
or problems which need to be overcome.
Use natural lighting where possible as it’s often 
the most flattering to your skin.
This is a great tip for informal pictures of a 
bride or groom getting ready. Make sure the 
room is light and bright.
Don’t forget about the wedding reception. 
Make sure each table is well lit. Some of the 
best images are taken where there is lighting 

over the dance floor, the cake, and over the 
table decoration on each table.
Have spotlights for your first dance ensuring 
you get the best images possible.

Find the best pose for 
you
Practice in front of the mirror. If you want to 
look a little slimmer in pictures, you can keep 
your shoulder to the camera and avoid facing 
it head on. You can also hide a little behind the 
groom! 
You can also put your hand on your hip and 
drop your hip at an angle to the camera. You 
may well have seen celebrities doing this on a 
red carpet.
Have your photographer take images from eye 
level or above to get the best shots of your 
face.

Relax!
Easy for photographers to say, right? Honestly, 
though, we’re all our own worst critics.
I’ve been to dozens and dozens of weddings 
and every single bride looks beautiful, no 
matter what they think of themselves.

discover
the secrets of looking fabulous 
in your wedding photographs
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8:00 - 10:00 2:00 - 4:001:00 - 2:00112:00 - 1:00 4:00 - 5:00 8:00+7:40 - 8:005:00 - 7:00
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8:00 - 10:00
Bridal and Groom Preparation 
(approx 2 hrs on site) 
For consideration: Hair, makeup, 
gifts, exteriors, champagne, breakfast, 
dress, shoes, garter, jewellery, cards, 
group shots with mum, dad, siblings, 
bridesmaids, flower girls, maid of honour, 
details, signage, dad first look.

12:00 - 1:00
Ceremony (approx 1 hr)  
For consideration: Groom and best 
men, church interior, guests, taking seats, 
mum and dad’s, dad/sibling walking bride 
down the aisle, groom first look, guest 
emotion, clergy, exchange of vows/rings, 
first kiss.

1:00 - 2:00
Family and group shots 
(Max 1 hr)  
For consideration: Elevated shot, bridal 
party, groom, groomsmen and friends, 
bride, best men and friends, bride and 
bridesmaids, groom and groomsmen, 
mum and dad’s, siblings, close family.

2:00 - 4:00
Creative People Portraits 
(max 2 hrs)  
For consideration: Elevated shot, bridal 
party, groom, groomsmen and friends, 
bride, best men and friends, bride and 
bridesmaids, groom and groomsmen, 
mum and dad’s, siblings, close family.

4:00 - 5:00
Announcement and Entrance 
(30 minutes) 
For consideration: Photo couple outside 
room, both photographs ready inside, 
consider guests in way and shots of 
couples and bridal party at the top table.

5:00 - 7:00
Dinner 
(Max 2 hrs including coffee)   
No photos during dinner but get postbox, 
gifts, cards, signs etc.

7:30 - 8:00
First Dance 
(Approx 1 hr maximum)  
For consideration: Close up head and 
shoulders, dance shots, love letters, 
lighting, DJ lights, mum and dad, father 
and daughter dance, full length of the 
dress. Any additional dancing and band 
etc.

8+
Bouquet toss & final shots 
For consideration: Bouquet toss outside 
if possible, firework or band shots to 
consider and any last minute shots.

W E D D I N G  T I M E L I N E

20 morganjamesphoto.co.uk  



Bespoke packages are available on request. 

GOLD
ALBUM

£2,500 (£3,250 value)

Up to 10 hours of 
coverage

2 photographers

30 page fine art album 
(any size up to 30 x 20)

Engagement session

Password protected online 
engagement proofing 
gallery

6 x 9 mounted signature 
frame with 4” mount

USB drive with 400 Hi-
resolution images and 400 
social media sized images

Hand made 6 x 4 print box 
including 40 prints

Password protected online 
wedding proofing gallery

Access to online store for 
all additional products

SILVER
DIGITAL

£2,000 (£2,500 value)

Up to 8 hours of coverage
2 photographers

USB drive with 400 Hi-
resolution images and 400 
social media sized images

Hand made 6 x 4 print box 
including 30 prints

Password protected online 
wedding proofing gallery

Access to online store for 
all additional products

W E D D I N G  P A C K A G E S
Pricing guide 2022 / 2023

PLATINUM 
ALL INCLUSIVE

£2,850 (£4,250 value) 

Up to 12 hours of 
coverage

2 photographers

30 page fine art album 
(any size up to 30 x 20)

2 additional matching 
parent albums (any size up 
to 8 x 8)

Engagement session

Password protected online 
engagement proofing 
gallery

6 x 9 mounted signature 
frame with 4” mount

USB drive with 400 Hi-
resolution images and 400 
social media sized images

Hand made 6 x 4 print box 
including 50 prints

Password protected online 
wedding proofing gallery

Access to online store for 
all additional products
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“He gave us an unforgettable experience and helped make the 
whole process stress free and easy!”

Andrew and Grace

info@morganjamesphoto.co.uk

“Incredibly professional, but they are also personable, fun, 
creative, funny and above all superbly talented photographers.”

Cheryl and Craig

“We couldn’t have asked for a better photographer, everything 
is done with attention to detail and the resulting photos were 
superb.”

Andrew and Lucy

02921 175 977 - 079 9999 6473


